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Taking a plunge in the Nile.

A New Chapter
By now, most of you have probably been made aware
of the growing conflict and resulting desperate crisis
in South Sudan. Much of this has been in the formerly
peaceful Central Equatoria State where both of our
campuses exist. While the Terekeka area has
remained relatively safe, the community surrounding
our Yei campus has been significantly impacted.
Many from the local community have fled to the bush
or to neighboring refugee camps in either Uganda or
Kenya.
Our commitment to the South Sudanese began back
in 2001 when we received a 90+ acre plot of land
with plans to care for and love on the precious
children who were so helpless and vulnerable. Dennis
and I can remember many of the faces of these little
ones as we welcomed them in over the years and
they have become a part of our family just as they
have become a part of yours. We fed and clothed
them, addressed their medical needs, taught them
the Word, and educated them with the hopes that
one day they might be the seeds of a new future for
South Sudan.
As proud parents, it is with great joy that we
introduce you to some of our young men and women
who are assuming leadership roles across our
campuses just as we had prayed for and dreamed of
so many years ago. We welcomed these young men
and women onto our campuses over ten years ago,
sent them out for the furtherance of their education
and now we are welcoming them back to continue
the good work that God has called us to. Their names
may be familiar to some of you, but let me share a
bit about each of them and what they will be doing
for Harvesters in 2017.
John Amule was one of our first
orphans. Early on we saw a lot of
potential in him to lead. He has a strong
personality but also a tender heart. He
will be serving as Mr. Mourice’s
assistant and with his carpentry degree,
he will be able to help maintain the buildings on
campus.

John Lemeri is Caleb’s older brother.
God has raised him up to be such a
sweet young man with a strong love
for the Lord and a gift for preaching.
He used to stutter, but when He is
before the church, God speaks
mightily through him. John is also a gifted artist as
well. He will be working alongside Pastor Hillary in
Yei discipling, serving, and preaching.
Emmanuel Guya was also one of
our first orphans. As you may have
seen, he graduated first in his class
with an engineering degree.
Emmanuel has a good and loving
heart. He is also a strong leader and
he is well respected among those in the community.
He will be leading computer classes in Yei and also
helping with the sponsorship program.
Nunas Dawa came to us when she
was in just 4th grade. She was very
shy and introverted back then but her
kind and thoughtful heart also shined
through. Now she is a nurse at our
hospital in Yei and while it is closed
to the community for the time being, she is
providing medical care for all of our orphans and
staff.
Grace Muding was another one of
our earliest orphans. She is a born
leader and has been gifted with a
booming and authoritative voice. She
recently finished her business
certificate and is now working in
Terekeka as the office manager.
Personally, it brings tears to my eyes as I think of
them. Truly it is the fulfillment of a long soughtafter goal to raise up a new generation of godly
leaders for South Sudan. They are role models to
the younger children on campus and to the
communities in which they live and work.
All the glory belongs to God. He has taken the
hidden treasures and has now given them an
opportunity to shine. 

From the heart of Mama Lilly
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SALAM FROM SOUTH SUDAN

2017 Outlook for Harvesters’ Program Areas
As we continue our ministry among those most vulnerable in South Sudan in 2017, we do so prayerfully and with a continued
reliance upon God who promises to provide for our needs. While we have had to adapt to the increasing instability, our
commitment is unwavering and we are so thankful for your faithful support during these trying times. Looking to the new year, we
would like to share with you, our partners, some of the highlights and challenges from last year as well as the goals we will be
striving toward this year.

Basic Needs (Orphan & Widow Care)


2016 Highlights & Challenges: In Yei, renovations to our facilities were a priority and this included
two dormitories and the kitchen and dining hall. Much of this work was done by a visiting team from
Mount Ararat Baptist Church. In addition, we had water tanks installed that serve the entire campus. In
Terekeka, the school was completed and our new campus missionaries, Steve and Joy Wiley, arrived.
Our greatest challenge in Yei has been maintaining regular program services as much as possible with
the civil unrest taking place in the community around us. At times it has been difficult to find food for
the orphans in the midst of this crisis. The closure of banks in Yei followed by the scarcity of local
currency has complicated the situation. Yet throughout all this, we’ve seen the dedication of staff and
missionaries who have been unwavering in their commitment to serve. We are so grateful for those
who have remained faithful to stay.



2017 Outlook: In Yei, we are looking for the resumption of normal life. This will depend on how long the unrest continues.
People are tired of fleeing as refugees and a few have chosen to walk through the thick forests and return home in order to
escape the suffering in the camps. In Terekeka, the outlook is much more optimistic as this area has not been affected by the
unrest. We plan to evaluate several more orphans who might need to join our family. The staff is working well together as a team
and further work will be done to enhance the education we are providing to the children. In addition, building is underway on new
housing for our older boys.



Please Pray: In Yei, pray for a steady and reliable food supply. Pray for security to return and that hate among the tribes would
cease. We want to see some of our orphans who have fled with extended family be able to return. Ultimately we need prayers for
this war to end. For those in Yei and Terekeka, pray for spiritual growth in all of the children, staff, and missionaries. Pray that we
all learn to work as a body of Christ.

Discipleship


2016 Highlights & Challenges: The church has witnessed rapid growth both spiritually and
numerically since the beginning of 2016. Many individuals have made decisions for Christ and we
have seen miracles of healing and deliverance from evil forces. The youth service programs have
improved and the teachers can now preach very well. Some are even ready to preach at our Sunday
morning main service. We are excited to see that there is a boldness and trust in God in the midst of
the civil unrest. We have seen refugees come to our church who have strong and powerful
testimonies of God’s work in their lives. Amidst this though, we have had some great challenges. We
see some of our attendees who have dealt with unbelievable tragedies, even among young children.



2017 Outlook: The immediate outlook for our discipleship program is the scheduling of an intentional plan for Sunday School
programs, discipleship cells, home cells, youth service and main service during this time of conflict. We want to encourage the
flock to actively participate as we work together to build His kingdom and establish an atmosphere for the Holy Spirit to move.
We also want to see the home cells grow to a level of mini-churches in order to draw others into a relationship with Christ. And
finally, we want to provide enough teaching material to enable them to grow and understand who Christ is. We hope to
identify leaders who can be raised up to new levels of leadership. We desire to develop a generation of disciples who are
trustworthy in handling responsibility.



Please Pray: Pray that Harvesters’ kids would realize the dreams and visions God has for them. Pray that they will have a
desire and thirst for the Word. Lastly, pray for sustainable peace in South Sudan.
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Education


2016 Highlights & Challenges: Our schools in Yei and Terekeka highlight the dichotomy found
throughout the country. In Terekeka, our school has operated normally with a complete complement of
students attending full days with our regular lunch program. In Yei, we faced numerous challenges
because of the civil unrest in the area. Many families left the community, reducing attendance at our
school by about 40%. While that has been challenging, we were both encouraged and inspired by the
dedication of our teachers and community students who did travel through unsafe conditions in order to
attend school. They believe, along with us, that education has the power to change the future in South
Sudan. Additionally, our orphans committed themselves to academic excellence, studying night and day
without ceasing, even with the sound of gunfire in the background. We faced the challenge of food insecurity which forced us to
reduce school to half days because food was not available to feed all students. The inflation rate hit our communities very hard
and the tension of living in a war-torn region ravaged by civil war was wearing on teachers, students, and missionaries.



2017 Outlook: In Yei, we hope to get the educational program back to where it was in May of 2016. We ended the last school
term at about 60% of capacity and we hope that the new term will start from that point and grow. We would like to do full days
as soon as possible. We will reinstate the use of strategies and groups for working with struggling learners and implement staff
training based on data collected from 2016. The hiring and training of a new Head Master and possibly a new Deputy Head
Master will also be of paramount importance. Renovations to existing school facilities are planned for 2017. This includes a new
bore hole with a handwashing station. We will also add new shutters for the school rooms, electricity for the school and begin
mounting projectors so that technology can be integrated into our classrooms. For our teachers, we will enroll them in computer
training which will be provided by one of our orphans and now college graduate, Emmanuel Guya.



Please Pray: Pray Harvesters’ school in Yei will be able to return to pre-July 2016 operating status. Pray for missionaries Mark
Flynn and Chris LeGrand as they lead the school program. Pray for them to have guidance and wisdom in all matters. Pray for
our teachers and students to return for this year and for them to be committed to having a good year.

Health Care


2016 Highlights & Challenges: In the first part of 2016, we saw an increase of Clinical Officer
interns, students being trained, and student nurses/midwives on rotation. We also received the honor
of being named a National Teaching Hospital of South Sudan. Additionally we saw an increase in
patient numbers which reflects growing trust from the community and we are thankful to report that
more women chose to deliver in the hospital instead of at home. Our challenges were numerous and
were led by the civil unrest and economic crash which made life for our staff and patients very
difficult. We were able to provide continuing services to the community through October 2016, with
scope of services tailored as displacement of civilian population impacted patient and staffing
numbers. Our level of services were further reduced in November to adjust operations to account for a smaller target population
and changed security risk. Health care to the community was suspended, though medical care is continuing to be provided to
the children and staff residing on Harvesters' Yei campus.



2017 Outlook: We will continue providing basic medical services to children and staff residing at Harvesters in Yei.
Simultaneously, we are working on recruiting other long-term and short-term personnel to allow full resumption of services to
the community in the summer of 2017, security permitting. Additionally, internships will resume for medical staff and continued
spiritual discipleship of our staff is a priority.



Please Pray: Pray that political stability is restored, so that the people of South Sudan can rebuild their lives. Pray that the
people will turn to the Lord, repent, and rely on Him and Him alone in their struggles. 

Help us Fulfill our Promise by Sponsoring:

Bero Modi
Terekeka Campus
DOB: September 3, 2004

Want to Write a Letter?
Please Address to:
HRTN

Child’s Name

FOR JUST
$30/MONTH,
YOU CAN IMPACT HIS LIFE.
SPONSOR@HRTN.ORG
972.941.4460

2001 W. Plano Pkwy., Ste. 3432
Plano, TX 75075
*No gift packages please. For additional info
please email us at info@hrtn.org.

Our Prayer Needs:
1. Pray for God to provide a long-term
missionary couple for Yei next year.

My friends and staff call me “Makendye” these days. I’ve grown a lot this
year and have been doing quite well in school. I love learning new things,
especially when the older boys are doing it. Often you can find me in the
wrong place because I’m so curious.
When not in school you can find me volunteering to care for the goats
and starting a fire for them in the evening. Please pray for me to come to
know our heavenly Father in a real way and for me to walk in the ways of
God. Pray also for my relatives to come forward so the staff here can
keep them in contact with me. God bless you.

2. Please continue to pray against the
genocide in South Sudan.
3. Pray for a revival to break out in the
midst of the present turmoil.

Check us out on Facebook at:
Facebook.com/HRTNsudan

